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PROVERBS XXIV, 21, #2: w 


1 * 


bo. * 


* 


FEAR THOU THE LORD AND' THE KING; AND MEDBLE 


NOT WITH THEM THAT ARE GIVEN TO CHANGEs 
„ . 


FOR THEIR CALAMITY SHALL RISE SUDDENLY. 


HE wiſeſt of all Kings taught this doctrineg 
| [ | | which was dictated by the unerring Spirit of 


God the great King. But to treat of civil polity in a 


religious aſſembly might be deemed improper, were 


not religion and loyalty inſeparable. Queſtions of 


juriſprudence and national intereſt are doubtleſs 


diſcuſſed with greater propriety in the cabinet or the 


ſenate, But when a queſtion ariſes which affects the 
Tight of the magiſtrate to demand obedience, and 


the obligation of the ſubject to yield it ; if the pre- a 
cepts of the goſpel at all concern our condugt as 
| N i citizen 8 
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citizens, it muſt be the duty of every chriſtian 
paſtor to point out to his flock what theſe precepts 
command, and what they prohibit. As men, our 


duty is to honour, worſhip, and ovey our Creator, 


and to live always in his fear. As chriſtians, and as 
members of a civil or religious community, our 
duty is to be faithful to the government under which 
the good providence of God hath placed us. Thoſe 
who are truly religious will be obedient. * The 
godly will be quiet in the land.“ And thoſe who 
are not loyal, or are ſo no longer than it is for their 
Intereſt, are not truly religious: for how can he be 
true to his God who is falſe to his Prince. 


Innovations either in religion or civil government 
are to be dreaded ; and therefore meddle not with 


them who are given to change;” with DIV 


„ ſhonim changelings, which the chaldee tranſlates 


Fools, who depart from their duty, and, fiſh in trou- 
bled waters. Go not into their ſecrets, join not with 
them in their cabals, nor enter into the myſtery of 
their iniquity : for they commonly bring miſchief 
upon themſelves before they are aware. 66 Their 
calamity ſhall riſe ſuddeply.” Though they carry 
on their deſigus with the utmoſt ſecrecy, they will 
be diſcovered, and brought, to puniſhment, when 
they little think of it: and who knoweth the time 
and manner of their ruin. 


I n proſecuting this ſubject, we ſhall obſerve that, 


I. The 


«h) CEE Ing 1 - 
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I. The text ſtrongly inculcates the duty of 


reverence to the magiſtrate, from the principle of 


reverence to God 


II. It contains a caution againſt aſſociating with 
thoſe who are given to change, becauſe of the danger 
to which they are expoſed, 


I. The text ſtrongly. inculcates the duty, of .rever- 


ence ta the magiſtrate, from the principle of reverence 
to God, And this is the only principle upon which 


all the duties of morality can be ſecurely eſtabliſhed, 


The ſacred. ſcriptures. unite in ſuch. a manner 


our allegiance to our Sovereign, who under God 
the great King 1s the ſupreme-magiſtrate, and, adhe- 
rence to the conſtitution, with piety towards God, as 


ſhews that there is an intimate connexion between 
religion and loyalty. And upon this ſublime 


principle the government of England is founded. 
Religion is reverence and obedience to God, and 


loyalty is reverence and obedience to the King: 


the latter is à branch of the former, and both are 
enforced in the words of the text, Fear the Lord 


and the King.” 


This fear implies our duty to our God and our 


duty to our King. It is a filial fear, whoſe cha- 
-  raRteriſtic is “to hate evil, pride, and arrogancy,” 

and * to depart from every falſe way.“ It is the 

beginning of wiſdom." It diſcovers itſeifin juſtice, 

ſubjection, obedience, - honour, and love. It re- 


quires 


quires its poſſeſſors to “ pay tribute or taxes, and 


to „render unto Cæſar the things which are Cæſar's, 
and unto God the things which are God's.“ * 


The Romans taxed the Jews, who were the ele& | 
people of God, without aſking their conſent ; and 
Jeſus Chriſt did not condemn the taxation, as the 
advantages of protection and civil order were ob- 0 
"tained by it. He unveiled his deity; he ſearched 
the depth of the ſea, inverted the courſe of nature, , 
and wrought a miracle to pay his tax: and to whom ? 3 | 


+ to a foreign power; to a heathen prince; to Tiberias, 
the third of the Cæſars. 


When we hear St. Peter ſay, * Fear God, Honour 
the King, our minds are inſtantly ſtruck with the 3 


ijnſeparable connexion which ſubſiſts between them. 
Botfi are enforced under the ſanction of the ſame 


authority; ſo that if the King is not honoured by 
un, we do not fear God, If we are not influenced 


by 


® Matt, 22. 21. However perſons diſaffected may difturb 1 
tte minds of the people, by availing themſelves of the dearneſs 
; of the neceſ(aries of life ; the poor man pays but a trifling part 
of the taxes which ſupports the government that protects him: 
* fo ſmall a part that be cannot even feel*it, unleſs be is told of 1 

E It. The chief article neceſſary for the nouriſhment of his body, 
which is taxed, is his beer, —Bnt what part of his cloathing is 

taxed, except bis ſhoes and his bat ? And he is amply repaid, 

in that enormous though happy tax emitled the poor-Iates, 


| 15872 
by the former, we ſhall not obey the latter. What 


therefore God hath joined together, let not man put 


aſunder.“ 


This duty to our King is indiſpengble. It ariſes 


from the conſideration that God hath ſet him over 


us. It ĩs not impoſed upon us merely by the authority 


of fallible men; but it is the poſitive command of 


Almighty God. A contrary diſpoſition is inconſiſtent 


with the faith of a chriſtian, aud a violation of theſe 
expreſs in junctions, . Put them in mind to be ſubje& 
to principalities and powers, to obey magiſtr 1teg— 
Obey them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit, 
yourſelves Let every Toul be ſubject to the Higher 
Powers; for here is no power but of God: the Pow- 
ers that be are ordained of God, Whoſoever there- 


fore reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the ordinance of | 
God]; and they that reſiſt ſhall receive ba. *1- 
damn tion.“ 


ä 1 do not <p for the principles of ,paſſive 


obedience and ren- reſiſtance, when. . unconſtitu- 


tional and antiſcriptural. , ut if there be dun- 
ger, of. tying, too hard the knot of allegiance 
to the Sovereign, there is far, grester danger 


of making it too looſe. It is a doubt whether 


reſiſtance can ever be lawful, except when all the 
| horrors. and miſeries of a civil war conſequent on 
reſiſtance, would be leſs terrible than the ſlavery 


and 


+ Tit, iii. 1. Heb. Klit, . Rom. kiii. I, 2, Jo 
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and oppreſſion previouſly endured, under the then f 
ſubſiſting government. 


Would yq;; have a conſcience void of offence, to- 
wards God and man, let your ſpirit and temper be 
under the direction of God's Word. It is at your 
peril to diſobey his plain injunctions. The Bible is 
friendly to order and the public peace, which it will 
not permit us raſhly to infringe ; and while our gra- 
cious Sovereign governs according to the laws of his 

country, it requires us at all times, in all places, 
and under all circumſtances, from obedient hearts to 
God, with loyalty and affection to his Majeſty, to 
pray, God ſave the King,” + 


—— —— — A W „ 


But who was King, when the apoſtle enjoined, 
| *% Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of man, | 
| for the Lord's ſake; whether it be to the King, as 
| ſupreme, or unto governors, as unto them that 
are ſent by him, for the puniſhment of evil 
|  doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well: 
23 tree, and not uſing your liberty for a cloak of | | 
maliciouſneſs, but as the ſervants of God.“ 4 Was he a | 
pious wonarch ? a kind and affectionate father of his 
people? a chriſtian ? No, It was Nero, a tyrant, a | 
perſecutor, * an inveterate enemy to the chriſtians N 
and to chriſtianity, What! ſay you, ſubmit to a 


tyrant, 


t Sam, x, 24. f 1 pet. ii, 13, 14. * Homily on Rebellion, | 


I | F4 
L E bh, 
| tyrant, a cruel perſecutor! Ought he not rather to 
be depoſed and baniſhed ? I anſwer; did you ever 


hear or read a word of any ſuch queſtion being pro- 
poſed by the primitive chriſtians? Can you produce 
a ſingle inſtance of either the apoſtles or the firſt . 
chriſtians ſpeaking evil of dignities, or refuſing 
to honour and ſubmit to them, though they were 
cruelly treated by them ? Rather was it not their 
conſtant doctrine and practice to * render honour {| 
to whom honour is due?” Therefore to render | . 
honour and to ſubmit to ſuch a king as Nero, is a 
death-wound to every objection againſt the precept 
in our text, Fear the Lord and the King.“ i 


* 
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I muſt acknowledge I believe that his preſent 
Majeſty is one of the beſt Kings that ever ſat on 
; the Britiſh Throne. But ſuppoſe he were not; ſup- 
poſe he were an heathen, like Caligula, Claudius, 
or Nero, our duty to God is the ſame. Think on 
him as you pleaſe, yet this diſſolves not your obliga· 
tion to obey the command of God : who has not ſent 
an angel to reign over us, but a man of like paſſions. 
with ourſelves, It is neither your duty nor mine to 
| liſten to the language of diſaffection, leſt we become 
4 prejudiced againſt him, We have faults, and if we 
look at home and mend them, we ſhall be betten 
employed, + | 
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4 Matt, vii, I, 50 
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Do not object that, the firſt chriſtians were in 
an infantine ſtate, few in number, and weak in 
power; and therefore it was wiſe in them to ſubmit; 
but now the caſe is altered, we may caſt off all ſub- 
miſſion.” Is not this to trifle with the ſolemn com- 
mand of a holy, jealous, and ſin- avenging God: 
who orders that “every ſoul be ſubject to the Higher 
Powers? Would grateſul children thus evade the 
fifth commandment? Would they caſt off all duty 
to their parents becauſe they can help themſelves? 
This would render the word of God of none effect: 
and ſap the foundation of all virtue. But in the 
ſecond century the chriſtians were numerous and 
powerful. Thus Tertullian addreſſed the Guardians 
of the Roman Empire: We could make a terrible 
war upon you without arms. Your cities, iſlands, 
forts, towns, aſſemblies, camps, wards, companies, 
palace, ſenate, forum, all ſwarm with chriſtians. If 
ſuch a numerous hoſt of chriſtians ſhould but retire 

m the Empire into ſome remote region of the 
world, the loſs of ſo many men, of all ranks' and 
degrees would leave an hideous gap, and a ſhameful 
ſcar upon the government, and the very evacuation 
would be abundant revenge. You would be at a'loſs 
for men to govern, and in the pitiful remains you | 
would find more enemies than citizens; but now 
you exceed in friends becauſe you exceed in chriſ. 

tians 


83 1 


tians. + From the chi iſtians nothitg hoſtile ever 
comes. F We acknowledge the Emperors to be next 
under God, ſupreme.” || 


„ But perhaps our vows and interceſſions with 
heaven for the life of the Emperor are to be looked 
upon merely as the ſpices of flattery,. and a trick 
only to elude the ſeverity of the laws. -But look into 
the Word of God,the Word we go by, and which we 
do not ſuppreſs in private; and there you may ſee 
with what ſuperabundant charity, we are command» 
ed to love our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe us, 
to do good to them that hate*us, and to pray for 
them which deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us. 
Matt. v. 44.” And who ſuch cruel perſecutors of 
chriſtians, as the Emperors for whom they are per- 
ſecuted, And yet theſe are the perfons which we 
are commanded by the Word of God expreſsly, and 
by name to pray for; for thus it runs, I exhort 
therefore, that firſt of all ſupplication, prayers, 
interceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made for all 
men, for Kings, and for all that are in authority, 
that we may live a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godlineſs and honeſty. 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2.“ 2 
muſt therefore be ſubject for Conſcience ſake, Þ 


+ Tett, ap, e. xxxvii. + c xxx, c. xxxvViif, “ c. xxx. 
7 Rom. xiii, 5s - 


B Conſcience 


* E Ge... 1 


Coxscikxcr, you fay, «makes cowargs of us all.“ 
Andi in ſome fort it holds good. Conſcience makes 


us cowards in every cauſe which is contrary to. the 
-will and command of God. A ſeared 3 


Makes a man worſe than a brute, and fit for murder, 
ra pine, and deſpair. But a good conſcience wand 
God inſpires him with the trueſt courage, the great- 
eſt fortitude, and the boldeſt magnanimity in his 
eervice. Therefore the chriſtian cannot, and dares 


not commence a traitor to his King, or a rebel 
againſt his government, 


Does the Loa p command, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thyſelf.” What love is due to our 
King? Even ſuch love as will , prevent us fram 
thinking, ſpeaking, or hearing any ill of him. 
It will guard us againſt, all diſloyal reports of him, 
which may proceed from ſeditious changelings. Love 
will reſtrain us from doing any thing which may 
grieve his royal heart, cr cauſe the crown to ſit heavy 
5 on his ſacred head. Vain and ſpecious only axe all 
profeſſions of love, honour, and reverence of him, 
while wo entertain groundleſs ſuſpicions of him, 


and purſue ſuch ſteps as tend to diſturb his peace or 


,perplex his government. But the enquiry of a heart 
obedient to God, and of a loving loyal heart to our 
King will be, © What ſhall be done to the man whem 
the KINO or x1nGs delighteth ta honour ? ” 
. oy” Whejs 
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Where then is he, who, dazzled with his own felf2 
conceit, ſays in his heart he will not Fear the 
Eord nor the King? It is he who, inſtead of regard- 
ing the Word of God, licentiouſly turns public ad- 
miniſtration-into ridicule ; and under prztence cf 
ingenuity and freedom of thought encourages diſloy- 
alty, infidelity, and irte!igion; and under the idea 
of liberty is enſlaving the ſoul, defiling the conſci- 
ence, and baniſhing from our happy iſland every 
thing that is dear to ug. 


II. We obſerve ſecondly, that the text contains a 
caution againſt aſſociating with thoſe who are given 
to change, becauſe of the danger to which they are 
expoſed. 


* 


St. Peter delineating the character of changelings, - 
warns us againſt them in thefe words: They walk- 
after the fleih, in the luſt of uncleanneſs, and dpi 
governuent, preſumptusus are they, fei/-willed, they: 
are nut aſraid to ſpeak-evitof dignities. While they 
promiſe others i they themlelves are the ſer- 
vants of corruption.” ** And St. Jude ſcruples not- 
to call then, F. Ithy dreamers, who defile the fleſhy. 
DESPISE DYMINIO-N, and SPEAK EVIL OF DIGNI=- 
TiEs.“ T Should ſuch perlons aſſume the name of- 
Patriots, and with the foul breath of flander in- 


B Lig cenſe 
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cenſe and inflame the minds of the people againſt 


our governors in Church and State, our duty is to 


beware of them, let we be defiled hy them; leſt 
we catch the infectious and ſpreading poiſon, and 
loſe our holineſs and happineſs together, 


Living in a land of liberty, let us enjoy the ineſti- 


mable bleſſing. And as a conſtitutional amend- 
ment, conducive to the improvement of the body 
politic, is not prohibited, let the cauſe of liberty be 
carried as high and extended as far as the Word of 
God and a good Conſcience authoriſe, - But let it be 
bounded by theſe ſacred limits. All beyond is abuſ- 


ing it. All beyond is not chriſtian liberty, but 
licentiouſneſs, the worſt kind of tyranny. | 


The riches of a country are its induſtry and 
its virtue, That induſtry ſee that you diſcourage 
not, and that virtue ſee that ycu impair not, by the 


injudicious encouragement of foreign luxuries, To 
grecian refinements and afiat'c ſuperfluities, Rome 
may attribute the beginning of its declenſion. Let 
us not imitate her folly, Though diſappointed am- 
bition ſhould avail itſelf of the paſſions of the mul» 
titude eaſily excited, to light the torch of diſcord, 
and to ſend us forth, like veſſels in a ſtorm to 
ſhock and fink together,” yet, timely admoniſhed, - 
let us neither ſtudy innovation nor favour thoſe who 


The 
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narchy. ariſtocracy, and democreCy, ſtrongly inchnes 
to the popular fide. This the artſul and deſigning 


- lom called unto him and ſaid; fee, thy matters are 
good and right, but there is no man deputcd of the” 


The balance in a mixed governmen t, like that of 
Britain, which combines the valuable parts of mo- 


never ſail to turn to their own advantage. Un- 
der the popular idea of decrying flavery,- they 
mingle with their eulogies of liberty theſe 
ſertimen's which ſtrike at the tranquillity of 
ſ ciety, render the people diſcontent and re” 
fractory, and create in their minds an impla- 
cable antipathy againſt their rulers; Their 
condutt is * that of abſalom,. For when» 
any man,” writes the | Hiſtorian, “chat had a con- 
troverſy, came to the king for judgment, then Abſa- 


- King to hear thee. OthatF were made ju ge ia the 
land, that every man, who hath any ſuit or cauſe, | 


_ ever had, a ſtmilar language, and ever met with 


might come unto me, and would do him juſtice.” | 
2 Sam. 15: il. iv. Faction in the State, and Sehiſm 
in the Church, as one has juſtly ob ſ-rved, “ have 


fools enow-diſ pofed to receive ĩt. The have found 
many, faults, promiſed many ps ac | 
always leſt matters worſe than they found wen 
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Embarked in the ſame tempeſt-toſſed veſſel, ſub- 
jects of the ſame kingdom, and members of the ſame 
church, let us embrace every opportunity which our 
various ſituations afford us, not of ſowing ſedition, 
reviling our rulers, or ſhewing ourſelves enemies to 
peace—but of ſtrengthening the hands of govern- 
ment, and diſplaying our patriotiſm by a diſintereſt- 
ed regard for the happineſs, honour, and proſperity 
of our Religion, our King, and our Country, We 
are the worltuppers of the true God, the ſubjects of 
the beſt of Kings, and members of the moſt 
privileged Empire, Would you be patriots 
zndeed? and lovers of your country ? Promote its 
| happineſs, and ſeek its peace, by extending its com- 
merce, paying a juſt difference to its laws; and 
above all, enlarge its felicity by increaſing its vir- 
tue. We ſhall then ſee that religion and loyalty, 
| obedience to God and the King, will operate in a 


manner which all other means combined will be 
found inſufficient to effectuate. 


«Yet we cannot but lament the forrows of the 
+ church, in that indifference for religion which ſo ge- 
nerally prevails; in the **overflowings of ungodli- 


neſs,” and of thoſe flagrant crimes again ſociety, 


which render neceſſary the preſence and interpoſition 
of the ſage and venerable Judges of the land; in 
that ſpirit of animoſity and contention which produ 

ces 
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ces vexatious and endleſs law-ſuits; in thofe hatreds 
which are perpetuated ; in that revenge which ſime 
of the ſons f wickedneſs eſteem honourable ; in that 
diſrega:d of judicial oaths, the laſt and greateſt piedge 
of veracity ; in thoſe infidelities of the marriage bed, 
the trequency of wi1ch ſeems te bave diminiſhed 
their zuilt, and which now excite no horror, no de- 
teſtation, but rather an indecent levity and laughter; 
in that ſpirit of luxury which ſaps the very ſounda- 
tion of kingdoms, depraves its manuers, enervates 


its vigour, and extinguiſhes its faith;" in the prevalence 


of thoſe impious and licentious books which are daily 
publiſſſed and circulated among us with contumatious 
induſtry ; in a criminal paſſion for vicious liberty; 
in that ſpirit of ſchiſm and revolt which ſeems 
to form itſelf in the ſanRuary; in that contempt of 
the Goſpel and its miniſters, which has ſhewn itſelf 
of late ina moſt remarkable degree; and in thoſe 
buſy ſectaries who depart from their duty, deſtroy 
the bond of union in the pariſh, prate againſt the 
church, divide the flock, alienate the hearts of the 
people from the perſon of their miniſter, and, which 
gives him much more concern, from that religious 
conſtitution which he believes is one of the greateſt 
bleſſings of his country. Theſe point out the neceſ. 
fity of attending to our text; as they all originate 
in the neglect of that obedience which it, requires, 
„Fear the Lord and the King, and meddle not ith 


them that are given to change,” 


1 1 The 


1 
The reaſon here aſſigned is important. It exkibits 
the awful end of theſe changelines: Their calamity 


ſhall riſe ſuddenly.'*” Who can conceive how ſore 
and how ſudden itwill-be ! For they have two potent 


and terrible enemies; if therefore they will not obey 
the Lord and the King for conſcience fake, as duty 
binds them, they ſhould'do it for their own ſake, 
for fear of thoſe ſevere puniſhments which will cer: 
tainly be inflicted upon rebels. And ſhould they 
eſcape the temporal pumſhment due to them from 


> 
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the King, they will live in ſhame, with a terrified' 
conſcience all their lives; and when they die they 
eannot avoid the preſence of God, whoſe laws they 
have broken, and whoſe Word they have deſpiſed, 
And who can expreſs the horror of thoſe who die m 


DE — 


their fins? Who meet with confuſion and eternal 
- condemnation in that world of ſpirits! And if they 


repent not in time, as molt eommonly they do not, | 


they cannot eſcape the gnawing of the worm that 
47 - Gieth not, and of the fire that is wot when, | 


.,, Puniſhment is the due reward of fin; and every 

un preſiſted in muſt be puniſhed, either iu this liſe * 
or the next: and although the puniſhments and ccn- 
» ſures, which the magiſtrate or the church inflict, 
have not always their defired and ſaving effects yet 
neither of them ſhould be ſet aſide; for they general- 

Jy prevent the judgwents of God from falling upon 
*the ſociety; and the goyernors deliver their own ſouls, 


As 


— — — — 


For ÞF 


As fure as this Goſpel is true, ſo ſure it is, that 
to countenance thoſe who rebel againſt Gol and the 
King, is to be partakers with them in their evil deeds; 
and ſuch wilt ſooner or later, without bitter repen- 
tance, ſhare in their puniſhmeats, for ** a compa- 
nion of fools ſhall be deſtroyed.” 


To conclude, If you. have no fear of the Lord I 
have no farther concern with youat preſent; Idoubt, 


I can do you no good. Huw can you be good ſubjects 


of his majeſty, who ere not ſubject to the majeſty 
of heaven, You talk of being true patriots, lovers 
of your country, while you encourage a vicious 
independence which ſpurns at all authority human 
and divine; you neither: Fear the Lord nor the 
King; but are men of immoral principles, and' 
open enemies to God by wicked works. You talk 
of having new-ligh!,” while you walk in dark- 
neſs, and are in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of 
iniquity, under the power of lin, and condemnation 
of the righteous judgment of God. If you die in 
this late, you will be undone for ever. 


| Suppoſe you now begin to awake out of ſleep, and 
feel yourſelf a finner; you cry to God for mercy ; 
but is it any wonder that you find no anſwer while 
you are under the guilt of unrepented fin? Can you 


expect mercy irom God while you diſteſpect the King, 
his Vicegerent. 
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A THANKSGIVING rok HIS MAJESTY'S RECOVERT, 


= V7 | I 
- SUNG AT sr. JAMES'S, MANCHESTER ;" 


April 2g, 1789. 


1 EO is ſo great a God as ours! 
| So ready at his creatures“ cry! 
So near with his redeeming powers, 
To ſend deliverance from the {ky, ' 
To turn aſide the ills we dread; 


And all our higheſt hopes exceed, "2554 | 


2 O Thou, who haft, in ſpecial grace, 
: To us anurfing Father given, 
Still let thy arms of love embrace 
The choſen Delegate of, heaven, 

And let him live, to health-reſtor'd, 

The Servant of his dying Lord. 

3 The means thy mercy ſanctified, 
Thy pity hcard our ardent prayers, 
The balmy help thy- love ſupplied 

Hath ſcatter'd allour griets and fears: 

And gives out joy ful hearts to own 

Thou did® the work, and thou alone. 


4 We ſtill will pray, and never ceaſe, - x ods 


The prayer tv. which thou wilt attend, 
Stabliſh his ſoul in perfect peace, l 
His days prolong, dis Throne defend, 
And ſeal him thy adopted Son, 
Heir of a never fading Crown. 
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